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Artists and gallerists aren’t the only ones still talking about the most recent Downtown Art
Walk

As the sun sank behind the glass and steel coffice buildings on Bunker Hill, hundreds of
people took to the streets of Gallery Row. The glowing windows of the district's roughly 30 art
spaces revealed festive scenes within. A jazz band played to an appreciative crowd on the
sidewalk of Main Street and neighborhood bars and cafes were packed with artists, collectors and
Downtown denizens.

The phrase “critical mass” keeps popping up among gallerists to describe the Art Walk,
which falls on the second Thursday of every month. The June 14 event debuted the Art Walk
DASH, a free bus service that runs along Main, Second, Spring and Ninth streets. Each month
welcomes new names to the roster of participating galleries.

Los Angeles Downtown News caught up with some of Gallery Row's new neighbors to
find out more about what drew them to the area.

Sam Lee Gallery: Not all of the Downtown action is on Gallery Row. From time to time,
the Chinatown galleries host synchronized openings on Chung King Road.

Located in a modern edifice on nearby Hill Street, Sam Lee Gallery is surrounded by the
laughing Buddhas, playful Fu dogs and Sphinx-like lions of the statuary shop next door.

“I've always wanted to have a gallery to help emerging artists,” Lee said. “When | was a
kid, | remember playing basketball at the courts in Chinatown, so it always had a history with me.
I’'m also Chinese and | speak Cantonese and Mandarin so it just felt really comfortable.”

Currently, Jeff Gambill's paintings are part of . . . and out of the corner of my eye . . . on
view through July 7.

Sam Lee Gallery is at 990 N. Hill St., No. 190, (323) 227-0275 or samleegallery.com.

For the full article, please see Volume 35, Number 26 issue — Los Angeles Downtown News.



